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30 Years of the National Fire Agency: Building a Resilient Fire Service and Show-
casing Remarkable Achievements (Part 1)
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Due to a series of major fires in public places causing severe casualties, the Executive Yuan, aiming
to improve the public safety and firefighting system and enhance disaster response capabilities,
resolved on January 17, 1994 (Year 83 in ROC calendar) to separate fire services from police duties.
As a first step, the Preparatory Office of the National Fire Agency under the Ministry of the Interior
was established. On March 1, 1995, the National Fire Agency (NFA), Ministry of the Interior, was

officially inaugurated, marking a significant milestone in the development of Taiwan’s firefighting
and disaster response system.

To facilitate inter-ministerial coordination in disaster prevention and response, the Executive
Yuan established the Disaster Prevention and Protection Commission on August 25, 2000,
with the National Fire Agency assuming responsibility. This opened a new chapter in disaster

18



G207 EEoW

aunf

19

management, along with the promulgation of the Disaster Prevention and Protection Act,
which assigned new mandates to the fire service. A comprehensive disaster prevention
framework was formed, integrating vertical and horizontal coordination mechanisms for
both peacetime and emergency situations.

Over the past 30 years, the agency has faced severe challenges such as the 921
Earthquake, the Pachang Creek Incident, the SARS outbreak, Typhoon Morakot, the
collapse of the Weiguan Jinlong building in Tainan, the Kaohsiung gas explosions, and
the Hualien earthquake. Each disaster has tested our resilience, but we have continued
to stand strong against adversity. By learning from each experience, we have steadily
enhanced our disaster prevention and response capacity, harnessing rapidly advancing
technology to develop smart disaster response systems.

We have also promoted the Disaster Prevention Specialist system, and established the
Taiwan Civil Emergency Response Team (T-CERT) to strengthen grassroots resilience.
The goal is to empower every individual to protect themselves, help others, and coexist
during critical moments.

This special report from the editorial team highlights the National Fire Agency’s major
achievements over the past 30 years, and we are proud to share them with all sectors of
society.
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